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of Commons were still covertly hostile to the
principle of Trade Unionism, and every attempt was
made to burke the measure. But the Junta [a
little band of leading Trade Union officials who acted
as a Cabinet for the whole movement] were deter-
mined to make felt their new political power. From
every part of the country pressure was put upon
members of Parliament. A great demonstration
of workmen was held at Exeter Hall, at which
Messrs. Mundella and Hughes declared their inten-
tion of forcing the House and the Ministry to vote
upon the hated measure. Finding evasion no
longer possible, the Government abandoned its
attitude of hostility, and agreed to a formal second
reading upon the understanding that the Cabinet
would next year bring in a Bill of its own, A pro-
visional measure, giving temporary protection to
Trade Union funds, was accordingly hurried
through Parliament at the end of the session,
pending the introduction of a complete Bill."1

Two years passed before the appearance of the
promised Bill, and then it proved highly unsatis-
factory. Complete legal recognition was, indeed,
granted to the Unions ; but their means of action
were seriously hampered. A series of judicial
decisions, by which even peaceful picketing was
made a crime, were re-enacted in a codified form,
thus becoming "more uniformly effectual."2 As a
concession to the Unionists, this penalising pro-
vision was made into a separate Bill j but it passed
as such, and an amendment introduced by the
Lords made the prohibition of peaceful picketing

* Webb, History of Trade Unionismf pp. 258-591.
3 Op. cit, p. 263.